movers in the laying out and erection of a statue to Shake- 
speare in Leicester Square 

Dunng the latter half of the Victonan era, the shop 
became a rendezvous for the notable people of the time, 
amongst whom were Anthony Trollope, Thomas Car- 
lyle, William Ewart Gladstone, John Morley and many 
others 

The traditions of the firm are still maintained at their 
new premises in 15 Charles Street, where may be found 
those fine editions which are the valued possessions of 
ardent book-lovers, and where hterary people fore- 
gather 

Birrell & Garnett 
30 Gerrard Street 

This firm was founded by Francis, son of Augustine 
Birrell, and David Garnett, son of Edward and grandson 
of Dr Richard Garnett , he was the author of Lady tnto 
Fox Business was commenced in the summer of 19Z0 
at 19 Taviton Street In 1923 Mr Ralph Wnght joined 
the firm, and in 1924 Mr Graham Pollard (the son of the 
historian and not the bibliographer) The latter year also 
marked the retirement of Mr Garnett 

In July 1927 the firm became a pnvate limited com- 
pany, when Francis Birrell and Ralph Wright also 
retired from active partiapation and Miss J E Norton 
joined the company The first offices of the Nonesuch 
Press were at the back of the firm’s present premises at 
Gerrard Street, and David Garnett was one of its founders 

Birrell & Garnett was one of the first firms to recognise 
the importance of the eighteenth-century writers to 
collectors, and subsequently they have specialised in 
some of the, as yet, unappreaated regions of rare books 
The catalogues compiled by Mr Pollard on type- 
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specimens — from which the author has obtained valuable 
information for the chapter on printing in this volume 
and early newspapers have become indispensable works 
of reference in these fields. Mr Pollard has for some time 
been interested* in early writing-books and m the earliest 
booksellers’ catalogues, and one can anticipate that when 
his catalogue appears it uall be found to be as admirably 
comprehensive as his previous efforts The new book 
department is under the charge of Miss J E. Norton. 


John & Edward Bumpus Ltd 
350 Oxford Street 

The House of Bumpus was founded by tlic first John 
Bumpus about 1790 at St John’s Gate, Clerkenwcll, and 
later at 6 Holborn Bars Three generations of the family 
were connected with it John Bumpus had three sons — 
Thomas, John, and Edward, Thomas soon set up apart 
from his brothers in Lombard Street, and had no further 
connection with the family business, but John and 
Edward for some time kept on the house at Holborn 
Bars, where their shop was also their home Their father 
was well known to Dickens, Lamb, Sydney Smith, 
Thomas Campbell, Tom Moore, Wordsworth and 
Macaulay, and as their house was near the starting place 
of the Hampstead coach, it was a good place for literary 
people to meet 

About 1850, the second John Bumpus opened a 
branch at what was then 158 (now 350) Oxford Street, 
to keep pace with the westward drift of London society’ 
and before the end of the century his sons, John and 
Thomas, wth their uncle Edward, formed a small 
private company and so gave his name and John’s to the 
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Oxford Street house After EdT;vard’s death, the Holborn 
branch was closed down, and Oxford Street was from 
that time the only home of the firm 

John and Thomas Bumpus acted as Managing 
Directors until comparatively lately, and are still well 
remembered by manv connected with it After the death 
of Thomas, the company was bought about 1918 by 
Messrs Debenham, but it has ever since been managed 
independently, first by Mr H D \^ncent, and lately by 
Mr J G \riIson 

About 1919, It was felt that more space wns needed, 
and an adjoining building with a verj* different tradition 
was added to the Oxford Street shop — the Old Watch 
House of Mar\ lebone, which was bmlt in 1729, when the 
property' belonged to the Harley family, whose arms still 
remain ovet the door In 1930, the Marylebone Court 
House was also taken into the premises, in order to 
house the many-sided activities of the firm, which have 
steadily developed out of its earliest traditions 

The onginal John Bumpus, according to the fashion of 
his time, was publisher as well as bookseller, and the 
house has issued books with its own impnnt occasionally 
ever since his day, and for many years it has undertaken 
bookbinding and repairs and the designing of book- 
plates The mam business now is the actual selling of 
books, the whole of the ground floor is devoted to the 
displa) of new books of every kind, upstairs are foreign 
and children’s departments, a room which deals speaally 
with the selling and \’aluation of the older, scarce and fine 
books, a postal and information section, which corres- 
ponds with all parts of the world , a department for books 
reduced in price, and the new premises in the Court 
House are generally used for Exhibitions, either of the 
work of great publishing houses like the two oldest 
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University Presses, or John Murray, or of special 
subjects like Fine Pnnting or Modern Book Illustration 


Davis & Orioli 
30 Museum Street 

Mr J I Davis left Cambridge in 1911 and joined 
Mr G M Orioli, who had been in partnership with 
Signor Barbieri. They opened a shop at 14 Via Vecchietti 
in Florence, specialising in Incunabula, Early Italian 
Literature and Old Medical and Scientific "Works In 
1913 the partners came to London and started business 
at 2,4 Museum Street, Bloomsbury After the war Mr 
Orioli returned to Florence, where he still carries on 
business. Mr Davis, finding the London premises too 
small, removed in 1927 to 30 Museum Street, when he 
started to deal in Modern First Editions 

During the last few years the firm have limited them- 
selves very strictly to the books in which they specialise 
Most of the medical classics have passed through their 
hands, and they claim to be the only booksellers who 
have recently possessed a copy of the first edition of 
Harvey’s De Motti Cordts^ 1628 Three important 
manuscripts of the late D H Lawrence have passed 
through their hands The Lost Gtrl^ Rainbow^ and 
Women tn Love 


R D Dickinson & Co 
89 Farringdon Street 

In theological circles the name of Dickinson is a 
household word Mr Richard Duncan Dickinson, the 
founder, commenced business as a bookseller in 1862 
Mr Charles Higham was taken into partnership and for 



some vears the hm caniec on at z~ Farringcon btresr 
nncer the style of Dickinson Sc Kigham. The partner- 
ship "vras raiitnaii- dissolved in hlr. Hlgham 

remainins' at that address, and Islr. Dicsinson removing 
later to me present more convenient premises. 

In I Sot Isir. Arth-cr Dickinson and Ivir. Bntler J. 
Mixon were recemed as partners, and sdll ccntinire in that 
canacitv after more rra-n half a centum's service, Zvir. 
Dickinson, senior, died in 190^ in his eis^hm-rourth vear. 

Dickinson's theological catalogues are always iidi of 
interest and have proved of the greatest sendee to the 
detgy and to theological students. Tisltors to the shop 
are assured of a gracious reception, and a sympathetic 
tinderstancins: of their recinirementsc ~hich can usually 
'pe supplied nrom the well-stocked shelves. 


P. J. & A. E. Dossxl 
S Bruton Street 

The late Bertram Dobell founded this nnm in iS 5 S. 
commencing business in Queen’s Crescent, X.TT.r, 
where he continued until iSSy. Immedtateir after the 
opemng or me Charing Cross Road. Air. Doneii tons: me 
premises on the east sice (Mo. C— }, winch soon became 
a well-known rsort of nook collectors, and where manv 
nrominenr people regularm called for a chat witn the 
proprietor. 

As me "busmess grew, additional space was reouired, 
and in 189^. me snop on me west side (Mo. 77) was 
accpmec. These two shops served until loci, wnen Mo. 
5— relmcmsned anc new anc larger premises were 
taken at Mo. S Bruton Screen 

Bertram Doneli continued acn~elv working in the 


premises were 


ceatn in 


rcemper 10 in, smee wire: 
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the business has been earned on by his sons, the present 
partners. Mr. Percy J. Dobell has been in charge at 
Bruton Street, where he carries a stock of early English 
books, mainly of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, 
while Mr. Arthur E. Dobell conducts the Charing Cross 
Road branch with a stock of Modern First Editions and 
miscellaneous books. 

The founder of the firm was as much a man of letters 
as a tradesman. He will be remembered as the friend of 
James Thomson (“ B V.”), the author of T/ie City of 
Dieadful Night His literary activities included a book 
on Charles Lamb and his Circle, several volumes of 
Poems, the first collected edition of the Works of William 
Strode, and two important manuscript discoveries, viz 
the first form of Sir Philip Sidney’s Arcadia and the 
Poetical and Prose Works of Thomas Traherne. 

The sons have carried on the business on the same 
lines as the founder. Mr. Percy J Dobell compiled in 
1918 an annotated Catalogue of Restoration Literature, 
which is still in request and valued by students of the 
period His Bibliographical Memoranda on John Dryden 
(1912) recorded many hitherto unknown facts in connec- 
tion with the early editions of Dryden’s Poems and 
Plays More recently a valuable Catalogue of the Writings 
of Jonathan S^vlft and his Contemporaries has been 
issued, and an extensive Catalogue of the Works of the 
eighteenth-century Verse Writers is in preparation 


Dulau’s 

32. Old Bond Street 

The firm of Dulau was founded in 1792 by the Abbd 
Dulau, a nephev of the Archbishop of Arles, and a 



refug'ee ■wto came to I^ondon dunDg’ the FreQch Revolu- 
tion Choosing one of London’s most fashionable 
quarters to establish his busmessj Dulau, after a few 
year^ m Wardour Street, moved to Soho Square, to a 
vrell-knovrn house where Mrs Bateman, the actress, had 
lived, and where, in 1 793, she gave a partf at which the 
Chevaher d’Eon fenced 

At this period the term bookseller also connoted a 
publisher, and to this Dulau was no exception, he 
published foreign classics and works by lamous con- 
temporary authors He was one of Chateaubnand’s first 
publishers, and was responsible for the production of the 
Voyage d' Anarcharsis. It is gratifying to the present 
owners of the business to know that he employed to 
prmt many of his books both Bensley and Bulmer, two 
of the finest printers of the tune 

By 1812 Dulau had already achieved a measure of 
success which enabled F. S Larpent, Judge-Advocate 
to Lord Wellmgton’s Headquarters, to refer to him m 
his private journal (pubUshed in 1853) as “the great 
Mr. Dulau ’’ 

In 1875, Fredenck Justen, a native of Bonn, who had 
originally jomed the firm as its Grerman correspondent, 
became its sole proprietor. He was highly respected in 
the sdentific world and was a Fellow of the Lmnean 
Society. He it was who first directed the activities of the 
firm towards the hterature of Natural History, a feature 
which has been of mcreasmg importance in its history 
since that time, and has led to a particular interest m 
botany. A long accoimt of Justen, on his death in 1906, 
appeared in the journal oj Botany for the year i^o~j 
The firm of Dulau was given an entirely free hand m 
supplying and instalhng the library of Natural History 
Section of the British Museum when it was removed to 



South Kensington, and Justcn made many donations to 
It, the last being the magnificent Codex t)toSco7ides 
In 1909 the business was formed into a limited 
company, and somewhat later was transferred to 
Margaret Street, Cavendish Square In 1925, the 
company held an Exhibition of Fine Books illustrative 
of the best English printing of 1700-1925, which was 
very successful The last remove was made in 1927 to 
32 Old Bond Street, where excellent facilities are offered 
to book collectors for obtaining what they require 


Francis Edwards Ltd 
83 High Street, Marylebone 

This firm was founded in 1859 at the address where 
the business is still earned on It made steady progress, 
and when the founder died in 1875, sons, Francis 

and Joseph, took charge Joseph died in 1927 The busi- 
ness was incorporated as a limited company in 1928 

A temporary absence from the old quarters was 
suffered during the years 1 909-11, when the firm 
removed to No 7 5 High Street, while the premises were 
pulled down and rebuilt 

The specialities of the company include works on the 
British Colonies, Americana, Travels, Natuial History 
and Military Works The Directors are Francis Edwards 
(Managing Director), D C Cosgrove, S J Swaffield, 
E J Dent and Mrs J Love (daughter of Francis 
Edwards) 

Ellis 

29 New Bond Street 

This business is the oldest of the London booksellers, 
and was founded in 1728 by John Brindley, who removed 
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to the newly built New Bond Street m that year Brindley 
Was able to add a considerable trade in old and rare books 
to his prewous business as a publisher and bookbinder 
He was succeeded on his dcatli in : 758 by his assistant, 
James Robson, u liosc name occurs so frequently in the 
pages of John Nichols’ Litaary Anecdotes^ and who was 
the friend of Mrs. Piozzi and her circle 

Robson died m 1 806 and his assistant, William Fell, 
continued the business unth John Nornaville, who 
figured in the great sales of the time as a buyer for the 
Duke of De^onshlre and others 

In 1839, Thomas and William Boone bought the 
business, and during their time, William Boone w.as 
ippomted bu>cr to the British Museum It is note- 
worthy tint the famous Bedford Book of Hours and other 
txquisitc manuscripts were sold b} him to the Trustees 
in 185; \\illiam retired in 1S60, and Thomas con- 
tinued with his son. Thom is, until 1872 Dunng the 
whole period of the Boones a ver}- large publishing 
business was carried on in addition to the main trade in 
old and rire books 

Frederick Ellis, from whom the firm derives its name, 
succeeded the Boones in 1872, remowng his own 
business from King Street, Covent Garden, and taking 
over their goodwair He wais a friend of William Morns, 
Rossetti, Ruskm ind other literary celebnties He 
retired in i88y, .ind w^is followed by his son, Gilbert 
h'lhs T lines Joseph Holdsworth and George Smith took 
ONX'r fre>m 1902, ind when hlr Holdsworth retired in 
1020, Mr Smith continued the celebrated old business 
with the issisMiice of Frink Bengcr 
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R. Fletcher Ltd. 

9 Bloomsbury Street 

Mr. R Fletcher, Managing Director of this Company, 
first started business in Ramsgate in 1902 After some 
years he became associated wjith the late E. Bolleter 
(“the Baron”) in Channg Cross Road, and in 1913 
began again to trade under his own name in Camberwell 
When war broke out in 1914 he joined the colours, and 
on his discharge in 1919 he opened premises at Por- 
chester Road, Bayswater, trading under the name of 
Fletcher & Co The first of his present senes of Book 
Catalogues was issued in 1920 Later in the year the 
business was incorporated under its present widely 
known name of R Fletcher Limited Mr Alick Fletcher 
joined the firm in 1921 and another son, Mr William R 
Fletcher, in 1922 

On May 4th, 1923, the present premises were 
acquired, and after considerable structural alterations 
the Company settled down to deal in Books, Prints and 
Literary ranties. In ten years they have issued fifty- 
eight catalogues Their business has been largely with 
the United States, and their speciality has been rare 
books in all classes, with particular attention paid to 
first editions of famous books pnnted in the eighteenth 
century. Amongst the important collections that have 
passed through their hands that of the Ware Priory 
Library, one of the finest theatrical hbranes in the coun- 
try, is probably the most notable 

W. & G Foyle Ltd 
135 Charing Cross Road 

William and Gilbert Foyle were born at Hoxton, the 
sons of a wholesale grocer of Shoreditch One of them 



became a clerk to the late Sir Edward Marshall Hall, 
K C , and the other became a clerk to the Shoreditch 
Borough Council As a heritage from their education 
they were left with text-books, and they inserted an 
advertisement in an educational paper offenng them for 
sale They had so many replies to their offer that they 
deaded to buy as many duplicate copies as possible and 
sell them at a small profit This was the ongin of the 
business of W & G Foyle 

The brothers next rented a small warehouse in North 
London at five shillings a week, after which they opened 
their first shop, this was at Peckham, Gilbert running 
the shop while ^\ftlliam continued his clencal duties and 
assisted his brother in the evenings Each morning 
orders were exammed immediately upon arrival and the 
books were packed and taken by '^^'illiam on his bicycle 
to the City, the remainder of the orders being sent by 
post in the evening The business commenced to grow, 
and Wftlliam left: his employment so that he could give 
all his time to the shop The firm next moved to Ceal 
Court, Channg Cross Road, here they paid per 
annum inclusive of rates, and they now began to deal in 
other works besides technical books In this shop they 
employed their first assistant, who embezzled and 
decamped Eventually, in 1905, another assistant ^yas 
engaged, this was Tom Gale, who is still with the firm 
The next move was to 135 Channg Cross Road, in 
addition to which the brothers opened up branches at 
Hamngay, Kilburn, Shepherd’s Bush and Bnxton The 
firm was now emplopng 100 assistants To-day, incor- 
porated as a limited liability company, the firm owns a 
fine modern building in Manette Street, which has a 
floor area of over 30,000 square feet, and contains 
a lecture hall and spaaous showrooms 
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The 'luthor would like to add here a personal note 
^Yllllam Fo} le has been a friend of mine for a number of 
^earsJ and a kinder or better-hearted man could not be 
found in the book or any other trade, a statement which 
will be endorsed b} anyone who has had the good fortune 
to know him 

Gilbert Fabes is, of course, the manager of the rare 
book department 


E P Goldschmidt & Co Ltd 
45 Old Bond Street 

This firm issued their first catalogue, “ One Hundred 
Earl} Printed Books, mostly in the Original Bindings,” 
in 1923, and have specialised in mcdiaival Manuscripts 
and printed books of the fifteenth and sixteenth century 
They keep a aairied stock of books of this early period, 
remarkable either for their contents and their literary 
interest, or for their ta'pography, woodcuts, bindings or 
other artistic or technical reasons 

Under the heading of “ Mediicval Literature and 
Science,” several catalogues and lists have of late years 
been issued, containing manuscripts and printed editions 
of the Iiterar}^ and scientific texts of mediaeval authors 
and subsequent literature about them 

E P Goldschmidt have also made a speciality of early 
Medical books, as well as important works in Natural 
Science, Mathematics, Astronomy and Geography Their 
catalogues are noteworthy for the very full biographical 
and literar}’- details supplied, and for the many reproduc- 
tions of woodcuts, t} pes and bindings of rare, curious and 
valuable books, appealing alike to the connoisseur and 
the student 



Edv/z^o Goujsro’. hrv. 
25 Museum Street 

hmsclf ) 


My first connection v/ith bookselling commenced 
about the year 1912, v/hen I v/as employed during my 
summer holidays from school as a temporary elerk In the 
ofiices of George Routledgc & Sons Jyd , the publisher 
Vv'hilst there, a vacancy occurred In the department 
dealing vzkh secondhand Oriental, /ifnean and Foreign 
books, and I vzas given the appointment. The depart- 
ment developed and a branch shop v/as opsriod at 2^;^ 
Museum Street v/jth myself In charge. In 2 fev/ years 
th-e shop became too small and larger premise, v/ere 
taken m Xev/ Oyford StreeL 

In 1922, v/lth a capital of only >^90, J cornmenee^l 
business on my ov.n account at 2r Museum .Street, and 
eras pleased to be back at the old shop again. J-dany good 
connections vere made, particularly In the J'ar Ea f. 

The outstanding event In m^ bookselling earecr v/a. 

the pu'-chase of the famoo. Gutenberg Bible from the 

hdonaetery at Melk. rear Vjenna. On July 6 fh, /92r, 

I fir^t heard that a Gu‘enbe^g B'bJe v.as in t.he market 

a*-c evpectcd to see It In GsJogre. The nert morning / 

left I>ondon and o" reaching Co’ ogne v/a. suredsed to 

^ea" that t^ e copr v a-, to ^>e see^ at a distance of abou*^ a 

(;?g'’s;oe*'-ey Tom Co’ogre. Irsmed'ately I made uo rsy 

rrmd to go after It, and Te nert da;' I found my .elf In 

V:eri*-a. vhe-c I hea-d for the •^".t t.me ■‘hi 

the &'''e Se onT- V to Te TTelk Idor asvry 

hoe-e of"-— a~r.ai J .-a-d Irspeeted the book, an't from 

^ 

Tat r'o^ent cete — at a‘l cost. jeoyr.. it. 


eopr. v/as 


bbthm a fev/ 


pree c.emani 


.d mas, to r' e, rat’ er h.^h. 


bi.* con- 


ire 



sidcnng the beauty and ranty of the work, I at once fixed 
the contract and left for London to make arrangements 
about the cash Fortunately this laas not a difficult 
matter and after only a few hours in London I left again 
for Vienna Within a fortnight I was home with the two 
volumes of the Gutenberg Bible in my possession. 

Several difficulties presented themselves on account 
of the authorities in Vienna not wishing to let the copy 
leave the countr)’, as it was better than the one in the 
Wenna National Librar}’’, which I compared with it, 
page for page, it has been fully described in Schwenke’s 
supplemental-}" volumes to Gutenbags 42-Lwe Bthles^ 
published bv the Insel Verlag, Leipzig 

Vanous figures have been mentioned as to the cost 
pnee of this vork — it actually cost ^9,800, which, at the 
time, seemed enormous and was a record price for a 
printed book The Bible was on my shelves at Museum 
Street for several months, it was being offered for sale 
at ,^12,000 and no buyer was forthcoming Mr Mitchell 
Kenncrly, of the Anderson Galleries, New York, was in 
London, and after a discussion I decided to let him take 
it over to New York to put up for auction at a reserve of 
S 60,000 (about ,^12,000) The auction took place on 
Monday evening, February 1 5th, 1926 One can imagine 
my surprise the next morning when it was announced in 
the Press that the Bible had fetched $106,000 (over 
,^20, 000) The Bible has found a home in the Yale 
University Library 

Such transactions are, indeed, almost as rare as the 
Gutenberg Bible itself — but when they do come they are 
ver}' welcome, and make the “ Game of Bookselling ” 
really worth while 
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Grafton & Company 
Coptic House, 51 Great Russell Street 

The firm of Grafton & Co was founded in 1912 by 
Frank Hamel, the author, as a publishing house for 
professional Library Text-books and Bibliography, in 
offices at 69 Great Russell Street Besides claiming to be 
the largest publishers in Europe of text-books dealing 
with librarianship, they publish the Lthrary Woild^ 
which was started by the late James Duff Brown in 
1898, and IS the oldest independent free-lance British 
Library Journal in existence 

During the war, the firm moved to larger premises at 
Coptic House, 7 and 8 Coptic Street, and an Anti- 
quanan Book Department was added in 1919 In 1922, 
Mr R A Peddle, the well-known bibliographer, whose 
works have been published by Grafton’s since the firm’s 
inception, was appointed Manager of this department, 
and since that date catalogues have been issued at 
frequent intervals 

A move into larger premises at the present address 
facing the front entrance of the Bntish Museum was 
made in 1924, since when the firm has grown consider- 
ably, still under the same propnetorship 

At the time of wnting this notice, Catalogue 100 has 
been issued Grafton’s specialise in Printing, Type 
Specimens, Early Press Books, Bibliography, Medicine, 
Scientific and Technical Works of all kinds. Trades, 
Industries and especially Railways, on which latter sub- 
ject they hold perhaps the largest stock in England 
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George Harding 
(George A Wheeler) 

64 Great Russell Street 

This business was founded by George Harding, who 
started on his own after serving several years with C J 
Stewart about 1885, in Sardinia Street, London Before 
finally settling at 64 Great Russell Street, he made two 
removes, first to Hyde Street and then to Bury 
Street 

From the very commencement George Harding 
specialised in books and materials dealing with Bntish 
History and Economics from mediaeval times to the pre- 
sent day, and tlie firm is now carrying perhaps the 
largest stock of this type of book in the world As 
specialists in this branch of literature, the firm has been 
instrumental in building up many private, university 
and government departmental libraries in all parts of the 
globe Perhaps one of the most famous collections to 
which the firm has contributed is the “ Alfred Collec- 
tion,” now in the Goldsmiths’ Library, University of 
London 

In 1930, on the decease of George Harding, Mr 
George A Wheeler took control George Wheeler 
joined Harding in 1903, after serving his apprenticeship 
with George Gregory of Bath For some years after, 
George Wheeler was in charge of the establishment, and 
so was entirely competent to run the business on his own. 
The firm has now incorporated an extensive library 
agency, and as such, has a wide connection in many 
countries Various departments are under the control 
of Mr Wheeler’s sons, Messrs S G and R D 
Wheeler 
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Hatceapj^s 
1S7 PfccadHir 

John Hatcharc founded tKe business in 1797 Triien be 
vras tvrentr-nine years of age. He bad served bis appren- 
dcesbio vrirb a bcokseiler named Ginger in Great CoHe^e 
Street, and tbereafter vrent to tbe famous shop of Thomas 
Payne at !Mevrs Gate. Hatcbard quitted Pavce’s service 
on June 3ctb, 1797, and having prenared tbe way be 
opened bis shop at i''3 PiccadSIy, nest door to the old 
Egvpnan Hall, at a rental ot jfao per ar nn-n. Of 
be wrote, “ I bad of my own property less than /y but 
God blessed my industry and good Men encouraged me.” 
In iSci be moved to 190 and later to iSy, the present 
site. 

Hatcbard obtained manv customers mom tbe Albany 
opposite; Lord Byron Eved there in iSie, George 
Ca n ning, a regular patron, ir. ed at Ay, and .many years 
kter Tbackeray and Ivlacaulay occupied chambers there, 
and might have been seen crossing the road for a visit 
to a bookshop mmiliar to them &om their youth. In 
Hatcbard's earliest ledger we £nd a page allotted to the 
nurchases of Queen Charlotte, wife of George III; 
Sr:'j:h. cr, :hs Prrpisn was a favourite, 

Katchard published many pamphlets in his early days 
and amongst many notable books Sherwood’s HzstzTj cf 
the Fclrchdd Fcn-Jj^ blarshairs Extr£:ctt ftzrz Fenehr^ 
Thzrrtzz FarzU- Prejere. etc. He also numoered among 
his authors such names as Archbishop Sumner, Caroline 
Frv, Bishop Oxenden and blardn Tupper, whose 
PjrererFci Przl::cp^ is sdS in request. 

Parr cf the snon reached bv a narrow passage, was 
used as a reading room fav Hatcbard’s clients, who 
assembied here to peruse the daily newspapers and to 



discuss their favourite topics around the fireplace 
Outside the door t^vo benches were placed to accommo- 
date the flunkeys The Duke of Wellington would come 
on horseback and dismounting would walk through to 
this room, where seated upon a chair he would state his 
requirements One of these was a shilling pamphlet by 
A G. Stapleton with the late owner’s notes in pencil 
This was put up at auction at as 6d , and ultimately 
knocked down to Hatchard for ,^93. The Duke, though 
very much astonished, admired the obedience to his 
orders 

John Hatchard died on June 2 ist, 1 849, and Thomas, 
his son, who succeeded him, died in 1858 In 1891, 
Mr. E. A M. Shepherd (who was apprenticed to 
Thomas Hatchard) bought the business, taking in as 
partner Mr. A L Humphreys (who retired in 1924) 
Mr Shepherd died in 1920 His two sons, E W and 
A F, entered the business in 1891, and were admitted 
as partners in 1 905 They are now the sole partners 

It IS interesting to note that the Royal Horticultural 
Society was founded in 1 804 at Hatchard’s Book Shop 


Charles Hicham & Son 
(Horace C Higham) 

13 Charterhouse Street 

This business was established in 1862 Charles 
Higham joined it in 1869, became co-partner in 1870 
and sole proprietor in 1876 In 1892 Horace C Higham 
joined the firm, he became a partner in 1907, and sole 
propnetor on the death of his father in 1920 

The firm of Higham has always been noted for 
Theology in all its branches. Philosophy and allied 
subjects The stock is exceedingly varied and interesting 
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and covers a penod from the beginning of pnnting to 
the present day The number of the latest catalogue is 
609, and as each contains a selection of about 2,000 
Items, something like 1,000,000 books must have been 
descnbed. 


Hodgsons 
1 1 5 Chancery Lane 

There can be ver}"^ few names which for a longer period 
have been more widely familiar in bookselling and book- 
buying circles, than the name of “ Hodgsons ” Founded, 
as far as extant records reveal, m 1 807, it may claim the 
unique distinction of being the only firm in this, or 
probably any other country, which, for over 125 years, 
has carried on an auctioneenng business confined solely 
to the sale of books and literary property The earliest 
catalogue now in the possession of the firm is dated 
September 9th, 1807, from which time onwards they 
have a complete file — save only for the year 1812 — of 
all the sale catalogues issued by the firm These are 
mostly the actual catalogues pneed by the auctioneer at 
the sale, and since about 1828 they are practically all 
marked m the hand of a Hodgson Bound in 125 
octavo volumes of varying thickness and comprising 
nearly 5,000 separate catalogues, they constitute a 
remarkable record of the ever-changing taste, fashions, 
and vagaries of book-collecting dunng the last century 
and a quarter 

Besides this file the firm also possess a collection of the 
so-called “ Trade Sale ” catalogues, extending from a 
slighdy earlier penod, namely 1806, to about the ’8o’s 
and ’90’s, a collection also unique and of even greater 
interest, though in a more limited sense For these 
“ Trade Sales ” form a most interesting chapter in the 
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histon of bookselling and book-distnbution which has 
never been adcquatcl} written up This is not the place 
to attempt an} account of the character of “ Trade 
bales,” but the ten large lolio volumes in which these 
catalogues are bound afford ample material for an essay 
which would proae of interest to all concerned in the 
bookselling trade In a general way the method of the 
“ Tnde Sale,” as practised b} London publishers 
wathin the limits of the nineteenth century, was to issue 
a large four- or six-page catalogue of their current stocks, 
in which were printed the published prices, the sale 
prices, and a specially reduced price for the particular 
occasion The trade were then invited to a luncheon at 
some at) tavern — frcqucntl) the London Tavern or the 
Albion — and after the wine had been passed round, they 
w'crc asked to give orders for copies of the books set out 
in the catalogue at the reduced prices The interesting 
feature of the “ Trade Sales ” as far as ” Hodgsons ” is 
concerned, lies in the fact that during practically the whole 
period covered by this particular method of selling off 
“ remainder ” stocks, it W'as Edmund Hodgson and his 
son, the late Henr)-- Hill Hodgson, who ahvays officiated 
as the salesman of the publisher, the latter merely acting 
as chairman at the luncheon The sales were not in the 
nature of an auction but had rather the character of 
“ annual sales,” when the great publishing houses — 
Murrays, Longmans, Routledges, Warnes, and many 
others — sought to reduce their stocks by attractive 
prices, especiall) for orders in bulk But the file also 
includes particulars of auction sales of special interest to 
publishers, perhaps the most notable being the sale of the 
copyright and stocks of that great and noble series of 
IVaveiley Novels — ^wffiich, by the way, owing to an 
amusing misunderstanding between the auctioneer, 



Edmund Hodgcon, and a v/oulci-bc purchaser, John 
Murray, pa:;scd into the hand<. of /idam and CharJc'c 
Black, much to the chagrin of the famouc /ilbemaric 
Street publisher. 

Returning to the earlier years of the f rm’s history, it 
is a notable fact — '/^herein hes a moral, apphcabic to this 
day — that Trhercas Robert Saunde^'s, the founder of the 
firm, held his first sale — described vAth admirable 
assurance for a first attempt, as a “ Most VaJuable and 
Select Library of Books, the princip<al part of o/hich arc 
in superb Bindings, and forming in the y.hole, one of the 
most choice and elegant Coliecrions cr/cr submitted to 
Public Sale ” — at Reading, his ncyt sale, and c/cr/ 
subsequent one, s^as held in J-ondon. Jfj after the 
experiences of one sale in the country, Saunders realised 
the objections — T/hich mu.t have been er/en stronger in 
than thcry are to-Czy — to sales in the p^o'/ince^, or 

contrariwise, he at once the advantage'' of 


holding his sales in Lender. — then as now the v-prld’s 
greatest bookselling centre — he mu'*^ ha'/e been a man 
of remarkable busVieos p’-cscierce. 

In 1^0? Saurders moved his bu^mess to 29 Fleet 
Street, a very ftting s^te^ as the house had long been 
known as " The Po^o Gailesy," a narre giver/ to it 
Thomas Zdackhn, the pubJishsr. Since the firm 
base nes'er moved more than a hund.'od sards av.a;^ — in 
to 1^2 Fleet Stree-t, m to 2 Ch&rcery I^re, 
and in to their prfizert rooms a" m 5 Chanccry 

Laoe, buih for Ednsunc 'HoA'^'yjn :n 1:^63 During the 
intern eninv veers the f*m hac. been constituted as 


fo'ioms; fjtmr'L Hodvoor forred Ro'oert Saund.ers at 


Sau^'ders ard Hodgson in i 
out the founder a»"d traded 


/:2r; 'o toat yea- he oougr.t 
a^ Eo-u-o. Hodgson up to 



hjs tA\o iiTukr the Ic of H B and H H Hodgson, 
the latter tontuuuntr H. H Hodgson and Co, after 
Ins hrothtr’s retirement in 1871 I’lnall) the two son*; of 
Henra l lill Hodgson took over the management of the 
business in Jamiara 1901 under the st)lc of Idodgson & 
Co 

'I hough from the outset of its career the firm under- 
took the s-’Ie of pru ate hbrines — one of Robert Saunders’ 
most notable sales \\as tint of the splendid librar)’- of 
Da\id (jarrick, held on April 23rd, 1823, and nine 
lolloping da) 5 — I'dmund Hodgson worked up an 
c\tcnsi\c business with the publishing houses, both 
through auction snles of “ remainders," and through the 
" Iradc Sales.” and this was the most important, cer- 
tainh the moat remunerate c, side of the firm’s tctivitics 
up to about 1890 From the beginning of this century, 
howt\er, the present members of the firm have devoted 
their interests and energies in the direction of libraries 
and collcetions of rare and standard books of all classes 
and all ages 

It would not be possible wathin the limits of available 
space to recall the many important and valuable libraries 
that have passed in recent years through the histone 
roonas in Chancery Lane — that " Temple of Books,’’ 
as Conrad once wTote of it And it w'ould be equally 
impossible to relate the numerous remarkable and 
unsuspected ” finds ’’ which the firm have been instru- 
mental in making, often to the great satisfaction of 
owners ignorant of the value of their literar}' possessions 
Suffice It to say that it is fair to claim that ” Hodgsons’ ’’ 
catalogues arc to-day as widely knowm and appreciated 
both by book collectors and by the trade, as at any 
previous period in the firm’s long career 

It may, perhaps, be added that both the present 
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-.cners are keenlv interested in books, using the vrord 
in the 'Widest sense, iSir. John Hodgson beinsr in his 
pn\'ate capaat^' interested in the study of English 
Literature — an interest e\'inced in his position as Hon. 
General Secretar}* of the English Association — awhile he 
is kno'wn in quite another circle as an authority on 
Aeronautical History and the author of a standard "work 
on that subject published some yeans ago bv the Oxford 
Unhersit}' Press iSIr. Sidnev Hodgson is a Li'seraman 
of the Stationers’ Company, thus following in the 
footsteps of his father and grandfatl er, the latter of 
whom h-’d the unusual distinction of serving as Master 
for two years in succession 

\ 

Fkaxk Holuxgs 
(\V E. Redway) ' 

7 Great Turnstile, High Holborm 

This firm was esrablished at 7 Great XTumstile, 
Lincoln's Inn Fields London, AVC, in the ye^ iSoc, 
Its first propnetor -was J^Ir. James Frank Mollings 
Shepherd, brother of Richard Herne Shepherd, a moneer 
among modern bibliographers, and " Frank and 
“ Hollings ” were two of his Christian names, which 
together pro'vaded a readv-made and convenient solution 
to the often difficult problem of finding a suitable traoang 
name. During the fort}' rears of its existence the shLp 
has remained in this quiet backwater, prefernng tlise 
traditions of Lincoln’s Inn Fields to the allure of the mor^ 
fashionable district of the West, and has built up and^ 
maintained a high repur’tion as a reliable and fair-^ 
dealing agent in ail classes ot rue books 

The first manager insMlled in the shop bv iSIr. 
Shepherd wis Mr W. L Redwiv, md here to-da} he is 



still to be found among the books he loves With the 
year 1919 came Mr Shepherd’s decision to retire from 
active business, and Mr Redway became sole proprietor 
of the shop he had done so much to establish As a book- 
seller he IS known and esteemed in all parts of the world 
He was almost literally born among books There was 
in the last centur)^ a Redway publishing firm in which 
the present Mr Redway himself served for a time. 

The shop has long been famous as a keen supporter 
of Modern Fine Printing, and many beautiful books 
from the Kelmscott, Doves, Essex House, Eragny, and 
similar presses, have been distributed and advertised 
through Its agency To the present day this tradition is 
still maintained with the work of the Ashendene, Golden 
Cockerel, Gregynog, and other pnvate presses owned 
and worked by enthusiasts in artistic printing 

First Editions of distinguished authors of the nine- 
teenth and twentieth centuries are also a speciality, and 
many are the rarities in this field which the shop has at 
some time held in its possession It may not be without 
interest in this connection to mention an hitherto un- 
recorded copy of the rarest of all Kipling items — the 
suppressed and extremely valuable English edition of 
“ Letters of Marque, Number i,” of which only two or 
three copies were previously known — which not so many 
years since was found hidden away in a bound volume of 
contemporary pamphlets It escaped notice from many 
other prominent English and Amencan bookmen, but 
received proper appreciation at the hands of “ Frank 
Hollings ” and now has a permanent resting-place in 
Amenca 

The shop has concerned itself not only with the selling 
of books but also with their making, although only as 
special inclination and good taste prompted The student 
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and careful collector owe a debt which they will readily 
acknowledge to the well-known senes of Bibliographies 
that have appeared under the “ Frank Hollings ” impnnt. 
Coleridge, Hardy, Stevenson, William Moms, and 
Edward Fitzgerald, are notable names among the 
authors in this series Works by Charles Lamb, Leigh 
Hunt, George Eliot, and other wnters of similar tem- 
perament, have also at vanous times been rescued from 
threatened oblivion and re-presented to the appreciating 
few in a pleasant and appropnate format 

For those who live abroad, or who cannot locate the 
elusive “ Great Turnstile,” catalogues are issued at 
frequent intervals and distnbuted free of charge 


Ingpen & Co 
37 Museum Street 

In the spnng of the year 1927, Mr Roger E Ingpen 
and Mr C A. Stonehill founded an antiquanan book- 
selling business under the name of Ingpen & Stonehill, 
at 12 Bury Street, Bloomsbury, London Two years 
later they moved into larger and more convenient 
premises at 37 Museum Street, in the same district 
In the autumn of 1931 Mr. Stonehill disposed of his 
interest in the business to Mr Ingpen, who is now 
carrying it on under the name of Ingpen & Co 

The firm have specialised in English Literature from 
the sixteenth to the twentieth centunes, and their stock 
includes a large collection of not only rare and valuable 
but also useful books in that field, and espeaally of the 
Romantic Penod. They hold one of the largest stocks 
of the original editions of the early fiction of the eighteenth 
and nineteenth centunes The policy of the firm is to 
cater for the collector and the student 



Raphael King 
222 Shaftesbury Avenue 
{by himself) 

I started in business as a bookseller in June 1927. 
Before that time I had been a keen collector, I had 
studied all the catalogues that arrived at my house and 
almost learnt by heart the old Auction Records For 
about a year previously I had been accumulating a 
miscellaneous stock by attending both the London and 
country sales — reading up what was saleable beforehand 
and learning rather more when the lots arrived home 
to be sorted out. 

In December 1927 I brought out my first catalogue. 
This included a few first editions of Shaw, Galsworthy 
and Barrie, my particular favourites. My interest in 
these authors proved most valuable, early in the follow- 
ing year their wave of popularity started, and I was able 
to take advantage of the boom, and like many other 
booksellers both my stock and capital grew as the prices 
increased. 1929 and 1930 were extraordinanly fortunate 
years for an enthusiastic young bookseller 

Three strokes of luck also helped me — the finding of 
a first edition of Omar Khayydm, romantically discovered 
in the Caledonian Market, a copy of Aurora Letgk^ 
corrected in both Elizabeth Barrett Browning’s and her 
husband's hand, and an intimate presentation copy of 
Colendge’s Poems, 1796 — this latter deal due to my 
friend, Andrew Block, in whose shop I have spent many 
fruitful hours 

I still remain faithful to my favourite “ Moderns,” 
even in my recent sixteenth catalogue The general 
policy I adopt is to collect and sell fine copies of all 
great books that are landmarks in the history of English 
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literature, and to encourage collectors to covet them 
It IS my ambition to collect and deal in these great works 
in their first state, not as fashions or objects that will 
necessarily gam in market: value, but as possessions that 
will always be desirable for their own intrinsic and 
genuine literary merit 


J & J Leighton Ltd 
loo Great Russell Street 

{Reprinted tn part from the Library World by kind 
permission of the Proprietors') 

This firm was founded by John Leighton in 1798 as 
John Leighton & Sons, for the purpose of bookbinding 
The sons, John and James, later carried on the business 
under its present name as binders and publishers 
James’ eldest son, Walter James, developed the anti- 
quanan side of the bookselling department At the 
beginning of the twentieth century, Walter began to 
issue systematic catalogues bibliographically treated, 
and continued to do so until his death in 1917 

In 1920 the firm was incorporated as a Limited 
Liability Company On the expiration of the lease of 
their old premises they removed to 25' Heddon Street, 
and in 1928 to still more commodious prenuses at their 
present address, with H W Davies as Managing 
Director, he having been associated with the old firm for 
many years as manager and cataloguer 

Among the treasures this firm has possessed was a 
Hora B MV pnnted by Caxton on vellum Their 
clients have included Gladstone, Carlyle, Michael Fara- 
day, Sir William Osier, William Morns and Lord 
Birkenhead 
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H K Lewis & Co Ltd 
136 & 140 Gower Street 

Since Its foundation in 1 844 the firm of H K. Lewis 
& Co. Ltd , 136 and 140 Gower Street, London, W C 1, 
have built a continually increasing business amongst the 
Medical and Learned Professions and the Universities 
and teaching centres of the whole world for the supply 
of Medical, Scientific and Technical Books and Periodi- 
cals, both ancient and modern. 

The newly constructed premises, adjoining and in 
architectural uniformity with University College, London, 
offer every facility to overseas visitors for the inspection 
of the latest literature (English and Foreign) in these 
subjects, together with a representative stock of Medical 
Stationery, Card Index Systems, Cabinets, etc 

In the second-hand book department, established in a 
separate building at 140 Gower Street, a large and varied 
collection of Early Medical Works, Medical History and 
Biography is always available for inspection, in addition 
to the department of modern second-hand books and 
periodicals 

The catalogues of books published by the firm in the 
past include, among many other eminent medical men, 
the following Lord Lister, Sir William Jenner, H Owen 
Thomas, Sir William Gowers, Radcliffe Crocker, Sir 
Jonathan Hutchinson, Sir Douglas Powell and Sir 
William Osier, and the current list of the firm’s publica- 
tions will show that this high standard of authorship has 
been fully maintained 



Luzac & Co 
46 Great Russell Street 

The firm of Luzac & Co was founded m London in 
1890 by Cornelius G, Luzac, who was a Dutchman of 
French-Huguenot descent He was a descendant of 
Johannem Luzac, who was a publisher of Onental books 
in 1 740 in Leiden, and whose trade mark, which appeared 
on all his publications, is now the trade mark of the 
present firm, who also continue to use it on their publica- 
tions 

In 1903, on the death of Mr Luzac, the business was 
earned on by J H Rayner and H B Knight-Smith, the 
former hawng worked with Mr Luzac a good many 
years 

Since the death of Mr Rayner in 1917, the business 
has been earned on by H B Knight-Smith 

The first catalogue of the firm was published in 1890, 
and m the same year, the firm began to publish Luzais 
Onental hist and Book Reviews, which is now in its 
forty-third year of publication, and is known and used by 
Onentalists all over the world. 


McLeish & Sons 
22 Little Russell Street 

The business started in 1909 as C & C McLeish, 
Bookbinders, in Swallow Street, Piccadilly, Mr McLeish 
senior, having been associated previously with the Doves 
Press and Bindery, and Mr McLeish, junior, ha\nng 
been Lecturer in Bookbinding at the Central School of 
Arts and Crafts 

In 1921 the firm moved to larger premises at its 
present address, and in the same year, G Y McLeish 
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joining the business, bookselling 'was added to its former 
activities, and the name of the Company 'w^as changed to 
McLeish & Sons. The fascinaUon of dealing in rare 
books, and increasing bookselling business, compelled 
the hrm in 192.3 to close its bindery and concentrate on 
bookselling only 

All good books from the fifteenth to the twentieth 
century are dealt in, but specialities are Incunabula, early 
English books and first editions of famous nineteenth- 
century authors 


Maggs Brothers 

34 and 35 Conduit Street, New Bond Street 

This firm is one of the great names among the London 
booksellers, it was founded in the year i860 by Mr. U. 
Maggs, the father of the present members of the firm, 
who commenced business in the West End of London 
as an Antiquarian Bookseller and Dealer in Pnnts and 
Autographs He carried the business on under his own 
name till 1894, when he retired in favour of his sons, 
who have continued it under the name of Maggs Brothers, 
the present partners being B D Maggs and E. U 
Maggs 

In 1901 the business, which had for some time past 
necessitated a more central position, was removed to 
109 Strand, W C , and subsequently a somewhat exten- 
sive warehouse was acquired in the immediate neigh- 
bourhood These premises, however, were eventually 
found not large enough for the business, which in 1918 
was removed to its present premises. 

From Its inception in i860 the business has steadily 
progressed, and has long since acquired a world-wide 
reputation among all interested in Literature and the 
Fine Arts 


Marks & Co. 

BjC Charing Cross Road 
themsehe^ 

B, i^izrks znd M- Coh.cn (txzdins 2S Mzrks & Co } 
entered the secondhand bookselling business straight 
from school in 190^. 

V»e R'ere both ■^sith Sotheran’s for twelve years, 
during which time we became inseparable friends 

Our start together was in Old Compton Street, where 
we stored our books in a small warehouse, afterwards 
moving to frst-Soor oSces at 108 Charing Cross Road, 
where we disphyed the stock which we had accumukted 
by extensive purchases from sales and from the various 
booksellers whom we had visited during our many tours 
throughout the country. 

In 1920 we purchased the business of the well-known 
Dickensian, George W. Davis, at 106 Charing Cross 
Road, and continued there until the expiration of our 
lease in 1 930, during which time we built up our success- 
ful business both at home and abroad. In 1928 we 
published Mr, Davis’ BihUographj 0/ Nezu Dtsco'ueries in 
First Fduicn Points of Ptckvssck Papers.^ and still deal 
extensively in first editions of Dickens, of which we 
cany a large stock. 

Our present premises at Sa. Charing Cross Road now 
comprise shop and five large Roots, where are displayed 
and classified one of the largest stocks in London of 
finely bound sets of Standard Literature, First Editions, 
Cokured Plate Boosts, rare and out of the way items. 
Notwithstanding our present spacious premises, our 
ever-growing stock has compelled us to take a large 
warehouse to store our duplicates, long sets, periodicals, 
etc. 



Elkin Mathews Ltd. 

33 Conduit Street, London, W.i 

Mr. Elkin Mathews began bookselling m Exeter and 
in the late ’eighties he came up to London, where he 
opened a shop m Vigo Street. He moved from there to 
Cork Street m 1913, and during this period he started 
dealing in modern first editions and developed the 
business of publishing limited editions on large paper. 
In May 192.2. the firm was taken over by Mr. A. W. 
Evans, the well-known editor and reviewer, and it was 
subsequently joined by the Hon. R. E. Gathorne-Hardy, 
Mr. Greville Worthington, author of the Scott biblio- 
graphy, and Mr. Percy H. Muir, the noted bibliographer. 

The name Elkin Mathews carries happy memories 
in the minds of lovers of literature. While he was at 
Vigo Street, he took John Lane into partnership, and the 
combination of Mathews and Lane was responsible for 
one of the most important events in the English literature 
of the ’nineties, they published the Y'ellow Book, and had 
among their authors some of the most distinguished 
wnters of the penod. 


The Museum Book Stoke 
45 Museum Street 

Mr. Leon Kashnor, the founder and proprietor of this 
business, started in 1901 at the present address, which 
comprises unpretentious offices, but a most important 
stock His speciality is Americana, Australiana and 
Economics His advice is much esteemed by collectors 
of his subjects 



Mi-ers 6c Co 
(Albert IVIvers) 

102 New Bond Street 

Tbe business \ras founded br its present proprietor 
in 1S89, and for tiurtv years iras carried on at yo Hi^h 
Hoibom. It •veas transferred to the present address at Ae 
expiration of the lease of those premises. 

* i. 

A very large number of extremelv rare and valuable 
books and manuscripts have passed through hir. Myers’ 
hands He teas President of the Antiquarian Book- 
sellers’ Association in 192I3 and is nov Ilce-Prerident. 

The extensive stock induaes a large number of choice 
illuminated manuscripts^ incunabula, rare earlv bindings, 
French illustrated books of the eighteenth centur}\ 
coloureG plate sporting books, first editions of modem 
authors and private press books, as vrell as a verr large 
collection of fine prints and etchings, autograph letters 
and rare early maps 

Catalogues are issued at frequent intervals. 

Xatt.-vU &: hHuRiCE Ltd 
23 Bedford Streep Covent Garden 

This is a nev companv, formed in November 1931, 
but "mth old and valued traditions It came into being 
from the amalgamation of G. P. Putnam’s Sons’ Old 
and Rare Book Department, which hlr. John Harkness 
had managed since rocy. with A Maurice Be Co^ the 
well-known firm established over top years, mziizgcd 
for the past eighteen years bv Mr. H G. Child. i'^Ir. 
Child died on Februarr ath, 193-, just as the new 
business had been established. Mr. Harkness continues 
as hlanasing Director The Companv deals in old and 
rare books and prints 



Pickering & Chatto Ltd. 

I Kmg Street, St. James’ 

William Pickering was born m I 79 ^> founded the 
firm as bookseller and publisher in 1820, and died in 
1854 His son, Basil Montague Pickering, continued 
the business in 1859 at 196 Piccadilly, and on his death 
in 1878 the business was bought by Thomas Chatto, 
son of Andrew Chatto, founder of the publishing house 
of Chatto and Windus In 1880, Charles A. Massey, 
son of Nassau Massey, a well-known Irish bookseller, 
joined the firm, which m 1926 became a Limited Com- 
pany with Mr. Chatto and Mr. Massey as directors 
Mr. Massey died in 1928 and Mr. Chatto in 1929, 
the present directors are Mr. C. D Massey and Mr. 
J St G Sproule 

Of William Pickering, the celebrated publisher and 
founder of the firm, an excellent monograph by Geoffrey 
Keynes was published in The FJcuion^ 1924, to which 
those who wish for fuller information are referred. 


Arthur Probsthain 
4 1 Great Russell Street 

{by himself) 

My early life has shaped my own future in two direc- 
tions One of them is that, apart from the joy of looking 
at picture books in my very early years, which I still 
remember distinctly, the greatest pleasure which was 
given me was the first present of a book and this was 
Schiller’s works Henceforth the desire of reading and 
of study has been the mainspring of my life, and gradu- 
ally books were collected in various languages. Apart 


41 



from my love of books, the repeated readmg of Rohtnson 
Crusoe, also in my early years, gave me the longing for 
adventure and loneliness, and developed a trait of shyness, 
which has prevented my appearing before the pubhc eye. 
These ways have produced, not so much a man of stnct 
busmess wishing to have large banking accoimts, but 
rather a bookseller of the old type, studious and con- 
saentious, with a leaning towards Oriental Literature, 
which arose out of the second side of my nature 

Unlike the young generation of booksellers, I have 
been actually an apprentice, i e three years’ work 
without pay These years were passed m Germany, and 
a happy opportunity enabled me to spend a further three 
years with the chief foreign bookseller and pubhsher in 
Pans In 1897 a position with one of the London book- 
sellers added to further develop my love of Onental 
books, and I also began to study Arabic 

In 1902 the time had come to establish a businessof 
my own, which was to be earned on with my own prina- 
ples and views Thirty years have smee elapsed and the 
result of my work has become known in all parts of the 
world, especially m learned circles My stock of Onental 
books is, perhaps, the largest anywhere, and it has been 
a great satisfaction to have had some of my catalogues 
favourably reviewed in the best newspaper in England 
I have been advised that my catalogue on Pah and Budd- 
hism, for mstance, is the best guide to the subject, and 
my catalogue on China and Chinese literature, con- 
sisting of 4,624 items, is supposed to be to-day a vade- 
mecum to this hterature These catalogues with all the 
research which they involved have been entirely compiled 
by myself The first Japanese illustrated books on a large 
scale were handled by my firm, and I have collected ever 
since, with the result that a good many of them had not 
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been seen before by Japanese scholars Chinese art has 
also been one of my hobbies, and my catalogue shows for 
the first time an almost complete set of books on this 
subject, besides a senes of fine paintings beginning with 
the Sung Period 

My publications, of course, have the same ten den c)'- 
My Onental Senes deals chiefly with Chinese Philosophy, 
and this will be continued The largest work, in three 
volumes, has for its subject the discovery of most ancient 
India, entitled Mohenjodaro and the Indus Civilisation, 
edited by Sir John Marshall, Director-General of Arch- 
eology in India This latter will prove a lasting work both 
on account of its disclosure and of the very careful work 
by the Archeological Survey of India. 


PuTTicK & Simpson 
47 Leicester Square, W C 2 

t 

The premises of this firm were bought by Sir Joshua 
Reynolds in 1760, and he resided there until his death 
in 1792 Puttick’s established their business in 1794. 
They are not only famous as book auctioneers, for their 
sales include old furniture, porcelain, pictures and 
stamps Collectors will remember the firm’s sale of the 
panel of Arras tapestr)’- which belonged to Cardinal 
Wolsey, and which was purchased by Lord Anglesey 
for 6,000 guineas for presentation to the nation. Another 
important property disposed of by Puttick’s was the 
original manuscnpt verses of John Keats, which they 
sold for ;^2,8 oo. 

The present partners are W G. Horsman, N. H 
Archer and R F Wcsthorpe. 
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Bernxrd Quaritch Ltd 
1 1 Gnfton Street, New Bond Street 

Bern-ird Quantcli, the founder, ^\as born in Prussim 
Saxony in 1819 In 1842 he came to London and was 
employed by Henr}^ Bohn, wtli whom he remained until 
1847, except for a short period uath Thc'ophile Barrois 
in Pans On leaving Bohn’s employment he said to him, 
“ Mr Bohn, you are the first bookseller in Englmd; I 
intend to be tlie first bookseller in Europe.” He set up 
for himself in Castle Street (now Charing Cross Road), 
Leicester Square, y here a yarehouse of tlie firm has been 
rebuilt on the original site In i860 Quintch removed 
to 15 Piccadilly, where he remained until his death in 
1899 

Quantch’s first large catalogue .appeared in iSyS, 
since when the firm’s catalogues ha\c been collected as 
standard bibliographical works, noted for tlicir scliol irly 
research. Apart from his career as a celebrated antiquarian 
bookseller, Quantch published many important Onentil 
and other works, among yhich Edward FitzGenild’s 
translation of the Rubat^dt of Omar Kb au'dm in 1S59 is 
especially noteworthy Inserted in a copy of this cele- 
brated poem at present offered for sale b^ tlie lirm is a 
letter written by A C Syanburne in whicli he recounts 
his finding it on a stall outside Quantcli ’s shop " Mr. 
Quantch, finding that the British Public unammoush 
declined to give a shilling for it, had releg-ited it to be 
disposed of for a penny Having read it, Rossetti and I 
ln^ested upwards of sixpence apiece — or possibly tliree- 
pence — I would not wish to exaggerate our extrawgance 
— m copies at that most exorbitant price ” 

Botli Quantch and his son, Bernard Alhcd, yho 
entered the business in 1888 and succeeded to it on his 


4+ 



father’s death, were the largest purchasers at all the great 
book sales of their time, and also bought vciy largely by 
private treaty 

In 1907 the business was removed to the firm’s present 
premises in Grafton Street, and in 1917 it was formed 
into a pnvate Limited Company On the death of the 
)ounger Quantch in 1913, Mr E H Dring, who had 
been with the firm since 1877, with the exception of 
seven years in India and one year with Messrs Henry 
Sotheran, assumed the controlling hand He worthily 
upheld the traditions of the great house of Quaritch until 
his death in 1928, and was succeeded by Mr F S 
Ferguson, the present Managing Director, who has been 
with the firm since 1897 

Bernard Quaritch Ltd , which possesses one of the 
largest stocks extant, deals in works of every description 
relating to Literature and the Fine Arts, including MSS 
It IS agent for numerous learned societies and institu- 
tions throughout the world 


Harold Reeves 
210 Shaftesbury Avenue 

(by himself) 

A love of books, bookselling and publishing is in my 
blood I and my forbears for four generations back have 
been nurtured amidst a sunounding of books and book- 
shelves, for in the old days it was the custom to live over 
one’s business and stock was always encroaching on to 
stairways, landing and living rooms. 

I have on my shelves volumes published by my great- 
grandfather, whose business was situated, at the end of 
the eighteenth and beginning of the nineteenth century, 

B 
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m Bridge Court, Wci:teunstcr (1 iter pulled down to*' the 
building of We^^tnun-^ter Bndge) He wis i phv~ 
right, as \ntncss the.itncul b 11 s in our j'osscssion An 
old pnnt winch I vilue shows mv grindthther’s book- 
shop bv the side of tlie old Temple Bir (now rcuioved) 
m the Striud 

I was born in iSSo it rS t Fleet Street. This Elir.i- 
bethin house WiS one ot tlie two then stvndlng in thvt 
pirt of London whicii hid been left inMct tfom tlie 
Gre.it Fire. Mv e irh memories .ire of old panelled rooms, 
gloomv sMircases ivith the old origin il c-in'cd oik 
bilustrides up which books in sMcks ind piles were 
contmuillv cncroichu.g. From here mv fvther, \Mlhim 
Reeies. publisher and bookseller, devclopovi speciilities 
in his business of politic.il ind socnl htenture, Misonic 
te-v^-books and music. The expcnencc I gained with him 
led me to beliei-e that tliere was in opening in tlie world 
of bookselling for one who would devote himself entirely 
to Musicil Literature ind the I'car to 19 found me 
estiblished in mv own business it iio Shiftcsbur)* 
Avenue with a capiMl of /'60. a sinill stock ind.icipiblc 
assisMnt (W H Hislim now my manigcr) 

I avis determined to accumulate such i stock tint 
music lovers, hbrinins ind others inteixsted in the .irt. 
would be compelled to come to me .is being the one m in 
who could supplv their needs After twelve veirs of 
unremitting hard work and some inxious moments, t 
feel I am justified m cl uming th it this h is come ibout. 

Romance m manv disguises enters a book^ellcr’s shop, 
p irticul irlv if he is i speci ihst. An odd “ runner " brings 
in an ilbum of musicil scrips m which is i leif ot a 
Beethoaen sketch of the " Gloni ” from his M iss. a leit 
which his been missing trom the onginil lutogriph 
sketch book tor over sixtv ve.ir5 An elderlv ladi bnngs 
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in Ji batch of letters which have been in the family for 
years, they are a senes of unrecorded letters written by 
Mozart’s widow, Constance, after his death, relating to 
the disposal of his manuscripts. 

One of my best bargains fell to me when a lot was 
knocked down at a sale, described as “ old music, two 
bundles,” for iis. On examination I found it consisted 
of a collection of some zoo first editions of Beethoven, 
Mozart, Haydn and other great coi;nposers formed at 
one time by a well-known wealthy musical amateur How 
It eventually found its way to a sale to be described as it 
was must remain an unsolved mystery My wanderings 
in search of musical rareties has taken me over a good part 
of the Continent of Europe, but I geneially come to the 
conclusion that England still offers the bargain hunter 
the greatest surprises 

I am called to offer for what is described as a “ lot of 
old music books ” stowed away in a top room of a north 
of London house. It turns out to be one of the largest 
known private collections of Psalmody and Hymnody, 
formed years previously by one whom I had often seen 
in my father’s bookshop as a bargain hunter after his 
rareties I was able to add to the well-known collection 
housed at the Memorial Hall, Farnngdon Street, E C , 
by presenting them with some 2,000 volumes from this 
library 

Many famous music libraries have passed through my 
hands, the remarkable collection of Handel transcripts 
made by his amanuensis, J C Smith, with corrections 
by Handel himself, was one of the first I secured. They 
came from the library of the Earl of Aylesford The 
Burdett-Coutts Music Librar) was extensive and inter- 
esting The Collection of Flute and Wind Instruments 
formed by Dr T L Southgate, now in the proud 
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possession of a well-known American scientist, whose 
hobby IS the collecting of flutes 

Customers, particularly in the musical world, are often 
curious and eccentric, their eccentricities are not alv/ays 
of a desirable nature, as witness one who between his 
purchases surreptitiously mutilated many valuable old 
music works by teanng out and taking away their titles. 
A careful watch by a suspecting assistant eventually 
brought him to book. 

A world-renowned pianist and collector of rare musical 
works will never handle a volume or piece of music until 
his hands are carefully gloved — perhaps this is under- 
standable — they have made his fortune 

It IS not good for a man to face the world alone and 
I cannot close these brief notes without a tribute to the 
help and encouragement I have received from my dear 
wife 


James Rimell & Son Ltd 
6 Duke Street, St James’ 

Founded by James Rimell in 1841, the firm v/as 
earned on by three generations of the family at Oxford 
Street and Shaftesbury Avenue successively In 1913 a 
branch was established at 39 Duke Street, maintaining 
traditionally the business of the late Henry Combe 
Nattali Finally the firm was incorporated as a pnvatc 
Limited Company in 1927 at the present address The 
Directors are Henry J Rimell, Thomas Stephenson, v/ho 
joined the firm as a junior assistant in 1903, Managing 
Director, and William H Bedford 

The business is mainly conducted along the lines of 
Fine Art Dealers, specialising in books on fine and 
applied art, and carrying a choice stock of volumes on 
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painting, engraving, architecture, ornament and decora- 
tion, costume, furniture, pottery, and porcelain Many 
thousands of engravings, prints, and mezzotints are in 
stock, and the expert knowledge of the him iS widely 
recognised Their sound judgment is testified to by tlie 
frequent additions which they are called upon to make to 
Museums, State Libraries and Public Galleries through- 
out the world 


William H. Robinson Ltd 
1 6 and 17 Pall Mall 

The firm was founded at Newcastle-on-Tyne in the 
year 1881 by the first of that name, a young grocery 
assistant of twenty-three, who left that business to embark 
upon a career more to his liking His first stock was his 
own personal library displayed on a barrow in the market- 
place 

With the help of his two sons the business steadily 
grew, until on the death of the founder in 1922 it com- 
pnsed five shops in Newcastle Grainger Market and a 
large establishment at 4-6 Nelson Street In 1930 the 
rare book department alone had expanded to such a degree 
that It was formed into a separate company and trans- 
ferred to London under the control of tvvo grandsons of 
the founder, Messrs Lionel and Philip Robinson 
Their beautiful shop in Pall Mall is in that distinguished 
street from '(vhich James Dodsley introduced Samuel 
Johnson to the literarj^ world of London, and from which 
numerous other booksellers and auctioneers (including 
Christie’s and Evans) have functioned 

Dunng the war period, 1914-18, the rare book depart- 
ment was shut down and Mr, Lionel Robinson especially 
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had distinguished service in command of an artillery 
battery He received among other decorations the 
M C and bar 

Among the famous libraries purchased by the firm, 
perhaps the most interesting was that of Mrs. Elizabeth 
Vesey, the first of the blue stockings and a friend of 
Samuel Johnson Very valuable manuscripts were 
purchased some few years ago from the Duchess of 
Norfolk, the majority of which are now in the Henry E 
Huntington Library A romantic discovery of recent 
years was that of an early seventeenth-century manu- 
script book of prayers, bearing numerous notes which 
stamped it as belonging to one of the Pilgrim Fathers 
This Item is now in Boston 

The firm specialises in fine books of all descriptions, 
but with a decided leaning to early English Literature 
and Americana Catalogues are issued at frequent 
intervals 

Robson & Co Ltd 
7 Hanover Street, Regent Street 

In 1869 Mr Bart Robson opened a small shop in 
Castle Street, St Martin's Lane, close to Mr Quaritch’s 
Larger premises were sought for in 1875, and the 
business moved to 43 Cranbourne Street, Leicester 
Square Nine years later another move was made to 
Coventry Street, where many book lovers (in those days 
real literary enthusiasts and collectors), authors, artists, 
and distinguished men of letters found their way 1918 
found yet another move to its present commodious shop 
and galleries in Hanover Street, Regent Street, W i 
At the end of 1922 the business was turned into a 
small private company, with Mr F A C Bathurst as 
Managing Director 



Messrs. Hobson have ahvays speciahsed in rare books, 
Shakespeare Folios and Quartos, Blake, Burns, Keats, 
Shelley, Rowlandson, Cruikshank, Dickens, Thackeray, 
etc , illuminated and other manuscripts, autograph 
letters, original drawings and engravings The out- 
standing feature of the stock is its fine condition 

For many years the firm has been honoured with 
several Royal Appointments 

The restoration of old books, pictures, drawings and 
engravings is a special branch of this business Book- 
binding, mounting and framing is carried out with 
artistic taste and care 

Many amusing incidents were related by Mr Robson 
in his Castle Street days, for quiet spells in bookselling 
were experienced then, and upon one occasion he deter- 
mined not to close the shop until someone came in It 
was past midnight, when a local restamnleur looked in, 
and after spending a considerable time, decided to 
purchase one lot, if Mr Robson would accept a fiver, 
which he did Then he started again to select more books. 
Again a fiver was accepted Well, this happened several 
times during the small hours of the morning, and with 
each payment the bank notes fell to the floor, only to be 
eagerly retrieved 

The books were delivered before breakfast the same 
morning, and what the man’s wife said when she saw 
what her husband had done, Mr Robson took a special 
delight in saying, that he would leave her flow of language 
to your own imagination 

Bertram Rota 
76a Davies Street 

Bertram Rota, the grandson of the late Bertram 
Dobell, entered the book trade in 1918, and started on 


his own in Charing Cross Road in 1923 He moved 
westward to his present address near Bond Street in 
1927 

Mr Rota has always specialised in modern first 
editions He has told me that he considers his chief 
reward is his large circle of friends amongst booksellers 
and collectors in England and America His charming 
little catalogues are eagerly read, especially by the author 
of this book 


Frank T Sabin 
172 New Bond Street 

The business was established in 1848 by Mr Joseph 
Sabin of Oxford, and subsequently of Philadelphia and 
New York, who compiled the celebrated Dictionary of 
Books relating to America^ which ranks as a classic in its 
own subject With hirti his son, Mr Frank T Sabin, 
was associated for a considerable period, and the best 
part of three-quarters of a century, was covered by the 
connection of father and son, with transactions in books, 
paintings and engravings 

In London Mr Frank T Sabin was established many 
years, and was later joined by his sons, Mr Frank M 
Sabin, Mr Richard S Sabin and Mr Sidney P Sabin, 
by whom, after his death in 1915, the business was 
continued The fourth successive generation, repre- 
sented by Mr V Philip Sabin and Mr Sidney F Sabin 
have now been in the business several years 

Although interest is still maintained in rare books 
and autographs, attention is chiefly concentrated in 
paintings, engravings and drawings, the firm having 
always the largest stock of fine paintings by celebrated 
old masters in London, together with the most magnifi- 
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cent collect, on of English and French e.ghteenth-century 

colour prints ever brought together 

Among the outstanding items in the Library have been 
eight complete First Folios Shakespeare, one a unique proof 
copy, Nelson’s plan for the Battle of Trafalgar, now jn 
the British Museum, and which this firm procured for 
the nation free of cost, the Browning Love Letters, etc , 
etc etc 

Most of the American, Canadian, and Continental 


Public Galleries and Libraries are numbered among its 
clientele 


George Salby 
65 Great Russell Street 

Mr George Salby was born in Denmark in 1880, 
and was naturalised as a British subject in 1926. Like 
Mr G K Fortescue, the late Keeper of Pnnted Books 
in the British Museum, he passed several of his early 
years at sea, but the sailor’s life did not satisfy him, and 
having some literary taste, he deaded to become a book- 
seller 

He entered the trade in 1 900, learned the continental 
trade first and served with vanous firms abroad, chiefly 
with G E C Gad, University Bookseller in Copen- 
hagen, Alfred Lorentz, in Leipzig, and H, Le Soudier, 
in Pans 

In due course Salby came to England (1909) and 
served for three years with Mr Francis Edwards, the 
well-known bookseller of Marylebone. Salby then felt 
that he had acquired sufficient knowledge of the Eno-hsh 
methods of bookselling to start on his own. The result 
was that he opened a shop in October 1912 at 65 Great 
Russell Street, London, where he still carries on his 



business The position of his premises, facing as they do 
the eastern wing of the British Museum, has proved to 
be favourable to business Students and scholars appre- 
ciated Its proximity to the Museum, and “ dropped in ” 
there to inspect the latest acquisitions on the subject of 
their studies, and the number of customers increased 
steadily 

He was fortunate in the beginning to make some 
profitable purchases from valuable libraries then being 
dispersed, and following the trend of his personal tastes, 
he acquired a large collection of Oriental, Archasological 
and Anthropological works Finding that the tastes of 
many of his customers lay in the same direction, he began 
to specialise in the collecting of books on the Literatures 
and Antiquities of Egypt, Palestine, Syna, Mesopo- 
tamia, Persia and India, He received much encourage- 
ment from the officials at the Bntish Museum, among 
them being Sir E A Wallis Budge, Keeper of the 
Egyptian and Assyrian Antiquities, who always urged 
Salby to stock all the popular books on Egypt, Assyna 
and Babylonia, and who advised the public who con- 
sulted him to go to Salby ’s shop, where they would find 
the books which would be most useful to them 

Subsequently Salby added to his collection books on 
the Travels and Explorations made chiefly in Africa, 
Asia and Australasia and the Polar Regions, and also 
Works on Oriental Art, Languages and Literature, and 
the pnncipal Publications on Folklore, Philosophy and 
Social Sciences, etc 

In recent years, Salby has undertaken to form libraries 
for his customers, dealing with the fields of research, the 
literature of which through long experience have become 
familiar to him 



Chas. J. Sa\vyer Ltd 
12 and 13 Grafton Street 

The business was founded by Mr Charles J Sauyer 
in 1906 at 29-31 New Oxford Street, moving two years 
later to 23 New Oxford Street and in 1922 to the firm s 
present address It was incorporated as a lamited 
Company in 1907 

The firm has always specialised in first editions of the 
great masterpieces of literature from’ the Elizabethans to 
the writings of Charles Dickens Fine coloured plate 
and sporting books also figure prominently in their 
stock, while illuminated manuscripts and literary relics 
are frequently on offer. 

English Books, from Cnxton to Kipling by Charles J 
Sawyer and F. H Darton, is the soundest guide to 
collecting ever achieved by a practising bookseller as 
well as an exposition of the craft in readable prose. 

Publishing has also been an important feature of the 
firm, the issue of the great Penzer edition of The Ocean of 
Story in ten handsome buckram volumes, not only did a 
substantial service to Anthropology, but drew from 
competent sources the admission that here was a com- 
pendium of Eastern folklore and story second only to the 
Arabian Nights in value and fascination. 

The Navarre Society and the Argonaut Press arc 
affiliated, the former famous for its reprints of Boccaccio, 
Montaigne, Casanova, Boswell, etc , the latter renowned 
for Its, elaborate production of famous travel books. 


Sotheby’s 

34 and 35 New Bond Street 
The oldest of the book auctioneers of to-day are 
Messrs Sotheby, founded by Samuel Baker, a book- 
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seller, who held his first sale in 1744 Sales in those days 
took place in taverns or other convenient places, but in 
175a. Baker took a house in York Street, Covent Garden, 
for the purpose of auctioneenng books In 1767 he was 
joined by C^orge Leigh, who was left alone in the busi- 
ness in 1778, until a fevv months later John Sotheby, 
Baker’s nephew, joined him. 

Three generations of Sotheby’s took an active part in 
the firm’s work, until Samuel Leigh Sotheby, a grandson, 
died in 1861. Since that time the following have been 
concerned in the management John Wilkinson, who 
became a partner in 1842, Edward Grose Hodge, made 
a partner in 186^, his son, Tom Hodge, 1896-1916, 
sole proprietor from 1907-9 when he was joined by 
G D. Hobson, MA, F.SA (and since MVO), 
M. Barlow, M.A , LL D , M.P (later Sir Montagu 
Barlow) and Major F W Watre, M.C (later awarded 
an O B E ) The present directors are Mr Hobson, 
Major Warre, Miss Evelyn Barlow, Mr. C G des 
Graz and Mr. C. V. Pilkington. 

In 180a. Sotheby’s moved from York Street to 145 
Strand, and again in 1818 to 3 Waterloo Bndge Street 
(now called 13 Wellington Street) Here a disastrous 
fire occurred on Jime 29th, 1865, destroying almost the 
entire library of George Offer. While rebuilding was 
proceeding sales were held at 21 Wellington Street. 
Sotheby’s last move was to the present fine premises m 
1917, since when sales of pictures and works of art, as 
well as books, have been a feature of the business At 
every sale one copy of the catalogue is pneed, and in due 
course these are bound up into volumes and deposited in 
the British Museum Notes of the pnnapal sales are 
given in Mr Hobson’s Notes on the History of Sotheby's^ 
1917, a copy of which he kindly lent to the author. It 



may be interesting to note that the last important sale 
held at Wellington Street was that of Dr W H 
Cumming’s books on music, March 17th, 1917 

The follo\\ing are some of the chief sales and the 
prices realised at Sotheby’s since 1 9 1 1 • 

191 1-20, Huth Library, realised ;^278,498 

1 9 1 6- 27, Bntwell Court Library, realised £ 6 ^ 0,000 

1917- 19, Alfred Morrison Collection of A.L S , 
realised 

1919-21, Yates Thompson Illuminated MSS, realised 

May 15, 1922, Burdett Coutts Library, realised j^33,3oo 
July 1-9, 1924, MacGeorge Library, realised £^ 2 , 062 . 
July 2, 1924, Nineteen Books from the Earl of Carysfort’s 
Library, realised ;^3 5,000 

July 24-5, 1924, Books from Col Sotheby’s Library, 
realised ,^24,152 

May 3-4, 1926, Mme Etiene Mallet’s Illuminated 
MSS , realised ,^23,801 

1927-8, Sir George Holford’s Library, realised 
;^ 95»454 

March 20-1, 1928, Books and Prints from Van Zuylen’s 
Library, realised £$ 2^000 

July 2, 1928, Lord Leconfield’s Americana, realised 
>C63>732- 


Henry Sotheran Ltd 
43 Piccadilly 

This business — formerly known as Henry Sotheran & 
Co. — ^was founded in Little Tower Street in 1816 Its 
founder was Thomas Sotheran, whose forbears had been 
booksellers in the City of York from the middle of the 
eighteenth century Their imprint will be found on a 
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ri r'cx-r bcoc? o:' \\*h.er Tre":a? Sc-hero^n 

c.vr.ii' rp to London oc' s^orlc hi? forh:"? in iSi::, h? 
ent^nfc trr s^rvnct- c: c^S‘ oli Ooiker bcoksol'enis John 
cvncx Arti'X'r ,Arc^^ :rt scttzrc on r.is 

owT. In :S the \'rn’- of the £r^nt Rcxorn', Bil\ ho wns 
toVoi by h’s SO". Hernn who bid hnc; to Jen%-o school at 
the eariv ago or rwob-o. and Inter tooh into rartrersh'p 
Geo~ge WHIis. a wclbknown ooohsel'er or the time. 

In iS.it the rmt began Oo pnbl'sh their Prr.v Cx*"' 
c*' vodch his row reached its Sgcrd nunberi 

and in iS6t they issued a catalogue of n.ore than 50,000 
A-oU.rces. Eight \-ears after the death of Charles Eckens. 
in iS~o. the fmi bought, pnvately. his hbran* at Gid's 
Hill Flace, ard tieo numbers of the cVfm Cs^usyc were 
dei'onrd to a description of the books. Sother.xn's ha\*e 
been instrumental in b,uld.*'g up r'ony famous I’bmnes. 
including the matdiiess co'lecHo"s of Shakespeoriona 
owned by the lite Mr, H. C. Folger of New York, and 
the John Rylands Eoran* of Manchester: this latter 
indi'ded the 'w\-'rld-fan'0us Althorp Ebrar}* belonging 
to Earl Spencer, the pvirchnse of which \vas completed 
bv the frm. on oehnif of Mrs. Ri lands in tSoo at a cost 


of about f c rc.coo, the streatest truisacticn of the kind 
which, till then, hia ei*er occurred in the annals of book- 
selhnc. .Amons: smcle books of real renoivn that ha^•e 

■V* "w 

oassed thrv'ugh the firm's harms may be mentioned the 
beautiful example of carlv English illumination, the 
Gorlcston Fsiiltcr. 

In 1S03 Mr. Henrv Sotheran retired in fiax>ur of his 
son. Henrv' Cecil Sotherin. .and on the death of two other 
partners, Messrs. Charles Bucklino. and .Alexander 
Rilderston Riuton Henrr Cecil Sotheran reniaineo soG 
pTopneto" until his vieith m a street icciaent m Octc>ber 
locS. He left directions m his \nll that the bus.ness wa'v 




to be offered for sale On hearing of this, Mr Gabriel 
Wells, the famous American collector and bookseller, 
came forward, and out of friendship for the manager, 
Mr J H Stonehouse, and the rest of the staff, purchased 
die business as a going concern, so as to allow Mr 
Stonehouse time to turn it into a pnvate Limited Com- 
pany This was accordingly done, and the new firm of 
Henry Sotheran Ltd. was incorporated on January 29th, 
1929, the branch carried on at 140 Strand was closed 
down, and the stock and staff transferred to 43 Piccadilly, 
which IS now the only address. Mr Wells, having 
accomplished his object, refrained from taking any part 
in the management, and Mr. Stonehouse became 
Managing Director 

The latest development of the business consists of the 
establishment of a new Private Press, the Piccadilly 
Fountain Press 


W T. Spekcer 
27 New Oxford Street 

Mr W T Spencer, better known in the trade as 
“ Tommy ” Spencer, started his business at his present 
address fifty years ago, and there has probably passed 
through his hands some of the finest literary property of 
the nineteenth century 

Spencer’s have always specialised in the first editions 
of the eighteenth- and nincteenth-cfentury authors, Baxter 
and other colour prints and manuscripts, and are noted 
for Dickensiana 

The premises in New Oxford Street, the proprietor 
says, have become part of his very existence, and no one 
IS more ready to welcome collectors to his storehouse of 
treasures than he 
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A full history of the hrm is contained in Mr. Spencer’s 
own book, For/j Tears in my Boohhop, to which all who 
are interested are referred. 


Sfupp tc Swift 
123 Pall Mall 

Founded in 1918 at 25 Ryder Street, St. James’, this 
firm moved to its present address in 1922 The partners, 
Harry Spurr and Frederick H. Svrift, dez] in rare books, 
first editions, association copies and manuscripts Fre- 
quent journeys to the United States by one or other of 
the prinapals have built up their extensive American 
connection. The firm are the English agents for many 
important bibliographies such as Mrs Livingstone’s 
Kipltng, Dyer’s Carlyle and Shay’s Whitman. 

B F. Stzvevs &: Bp.owv Ltd. 

New Ruskin House, 28-30 Little Russell Street 

This business was founded in 186a, by the late 
Benjamin Franklin Stevens, of Vermont, U.S.A , at 
premises situated in Henrietta Street, Covent Garden, 
and carried on there until 1875 removed to 

No. a. Trafalgar Square, where it continued for fifty-five 
years until September 1930, when, owing to the re- 
building of the well-known triangular block forming the 
east side of Trafalgar Square (where the new Union of 
South Afnca Government buildings are now nsing), the 
frm’s ofiices were removed to the fine new Georgian 
edifice known as New Ruskin House, 28-30 Little 
Russell Street, W.C i, within a few yards of the British 
Museum. 
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The business has always been mainly concerned with 
the supplj of books, etc , to the Universities, Public 
Libraries, Government Departments, Private Collectors 
and Booksellers in the United States, but its activities 
during the si\ty-si\ years since its foundation have 
extended in various directions, and many bibliographical 
rarities, pictures, manuscripts, etc , have been purchased 
for Its clients, not only in the United States, but in other 
parts of the world Many of the famous collections in the 
United States, such as the Hoc Library and the Church 
Librar), were mainly founded through this agency, and 
amongst other well-known purchases which have passed 
through their hands, the celebrated Rowfant Library 
(the property of Locker-Lampson), is perhaps the most 
notable 

Mr Henry J Brown, the present Managing Director, 
joined the staff in 1872 and was taken into partnership by 
Mr Stevens in 1899 Mr Steven's died in 1902, and 
until 1926 the business was earned on by Mr Brown, 
when It was registered as a private Limited Liability 
Company, the present Directors are Henry J Brown, 
H W Thompson, E J Garner, P W Goodwin and 
Ralph A Brown (Secretary) 


Henry Stfvens, Son & Stiles 
39 Great Russell Street 

This firm, one of the oldest established booksellers in 
I^ndon, was founded in 1 845 by Henry Stevens of 
Barnet, Vermont, USA, and since its inception has 
always been associated with literature appertaining to the 
Histor}^ and Geography of Ameiica (Americana), and 
has published many important works on tliat subject 



Mr Stevens for many years carried on his business at 
4 Trafalgar Square, where he remained until i 88 ^, 
when he was joined in partnership by his son, the late 
Henry Newton Stevens The business was then removed 
to iij St. Martin’s Lane, where, under the name of 
Henry Stevens & Son, it continued until 1888. Those 
premises being required for the Westminster Public 
Library, it then became necessary to again move and 
vastly increased accommodation was found at the present 
address of 39 Great Russell Street. In 1895 Mr Robert 
E Sales (the present senior partner) joined the firm and 
the name was changed to Henry Stevens, Son tc Stiles 
Mr. Henry Stevens, grandson of the onginal founder, 
became a partner in 1907, and in 1926 Mr. R. A. L 
Tree (son-in-law of Mr. H. N. Stevens) joined the firm. 
In addition to their activities in the held of Americana, 
Geographical Worlrs generally and those appertaining 
to the Science of Political Economy are also amongst 
their specialides. The firm is also well known as the 
pubf shers of that indispensable guide to all Antiquarian 
Booltseners, Auction P..ecordr. 


J^-VEs TaEGASKis & Sov 
66 Great Russell Street 

James Treg-askis, the founder, was bom at St. Day in 
Cornwall on .-Lp—I 23rc:. 1850. In r &70 he came to 
London and entered his uncle’s pnnting business, 
BIenk.nsop & Co., where in 1879 became a pa-tner. 

H 188 r tfe has ness of Robert Wilde of Birmingham 
was acquired by W. P, Bennett, who in 1885, trans- 
ferred it to 39 Great Russell Street. On his death, his 
widow, blaw Lee Benrett. remo"ed the business to 
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232 High Holborn There she met James Tregaskis 
and subsequently married him. In 1894 Tregaskis 
formed an International Bindings Exhibition, which 
gained him much publicity and gave him the reputation 
of being one of the important London booksellers In 
1900, Mrs Tregaskis died, and the business name was 
then changed to James Tregaskis In 1903, the pro- 
prietor married Eveline Bclwood, who with her son, 
Hugh, became owners of the business on the death of 
James Tregaskis in 1926 

The catalogues of the firm (vhich recently reached 
their diousandth issue) arc alv^ijs ably compiled, and 
their bibliographical details are ver}' scholarly Speciali- 
ties are fine and rare books, bindings and manusenpts 


Walford Brothers 
(Arthur J Walford) 

6 New Oxford Street 

Founded in 1855 by the brothers Robert and Osborn 
Walford, this firm had its first premises at 320 Strand 
Robert Walford dying in 1899, Hs son, Mr Arthur J 
Walford, who had joined the business in 1883, became a 
partner with Mr Osborn Walford The latter retired 
in 1901, when Arthur took his brother, Bert C Walford, 
into partnership In the same jear owing to the Strand 
improvement scheme the firm moved to its present 
address Mr Bert Walford died in 1919, since when 
Mr Arthur Walford has been sole proprietor. 

The firm deals in secondhand books generally, 
speaahsing in Topography and Genealogy They are 
agents for Messrs C E Launat Co , of Boston, Mass , 
USA 



WjfPLDoi/ & L'/o. 

2 Arthvr Street 

The original firms of John Whcldon and William 
Wesley arc represented on the Board of Directors hy 
C Klrhe Swann, great-nephew of J. A. Edv/ards and son 
of Harry Kirkc Sv/ann, and by A R Wesley, grandson 
of William Wesley. The nev/ Company was formed in 
1921, Mr. W J. H Craddock, formerly v/ifh Bernard 
Quantch, joining as a Director, but resigning in 1930, 

The firm of Whcldon dates back to 11^43, v/hen John 
Wheldon opened his first shop in Qveen^s Head J^assage, 
removing in 1846 to 4 Paternoster Rov/. He retained 
these premises until 1884, but his increasing business 
required additional space, and 58 Great Queen Street v/as 
purchased in t85’7 and 4/7 Oxford Street in r8do 
John Alfred Edv/ards started v/ork v/ith John Wheldon 
as a lad of about thirteen, he remained v/ith the firm the 
v/hole of his life, becoming assistant, manager and finally 
partner. About 1891 the v/holc of the firm's stock v/as 
removed to 38 Great Queen Street, v/hich together v/ith 
v/archouses in Parker Street, v/as the address of the firm 
until 1921. On the death of John V/heldon, Edv/ards 
purchased the business and continued it under the style 
of Whcldon & Co. He died in 1916 Harry Kirke Sv/ann 
v/as onginally on his ov/n, but in 1904 he joined V/hel- 
don’s as Manager, and on Edv/ards’ death he acquired 
the business from the v/idov/. 

William "Wesley commenced business as a bookseller 
and publisher in Burton-upon-'I rent in the Torties. In 
185^ he brought his family to Jyjndon and opened his 
first City office at 2 Queen’s Head Passage. It v/as at 
this address that he became official agent for the Inter- 
national Exchange Service of the Smithsonian Institute, 
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coloured reproductions Mr Zwcnimcr was one of the 
first booksellers to open a Gallery of this kind He has 
given amongst other exlubitions a show of drawings and 
casts by Gaudier Brzeska and the first exlubition in this 
country of Film Stills. 


“ The Clique ” 

Antiquarian Book Trade Journal 

In 1890, Mr Francis Edwin Murray ^vas engaged in 
the Antiquarian Book Trade in t^vo Midland towns and 
had during the time he had been in business been making 
a speciality of obtaining rare and out-of-the-way books 
for his customers At tJiat time the papers printing 
want lists were few, one appearing once a month and a 
second, fortnightly. This made it necessary to have 
constant stylographic, or other mechanically produced 
lists, posted direct to the principal booksellers in Great 
Britain It occurred, therefore, to Mr. Murray that if a 
small periodical was issued weekly, it would not only be 
of use to himself but would make it easier for other 
booksellers to obtain quickly what they required Having 
obtained promise of support from some of the important 
booksellers of the day, a certain number of the most 
prominent were elected “ members ” of The Clique, and 
the first number was issued on June I4tl\, 1890 There 
were only twenty-two lists in this number, which con- 
sisted of SIX pages, the subscription was as. 6d yearly 
and of the members who advertised then, there are 
Batsford, Blackwell, Higham, Lupton, Maggs, Miles, 
Stechert, Stevens (now Stevens & Brown), Thin and 
Thornton, who arc still sending in their weekly lists 

On December nth, 1931, the Editor of The Clique, 
Mr D M. Murray, sustained an unfortunate accident 


66 



when he w%'is knocked down by a taxi-cab m Brompton 
Road, S W , and with many complications setting m died 
in hospital on March 14th, 1932. 

Mr Murray commenced business \vith Mr Joseph 
Pollard of Truro and Penzance, afterwards taking 
charge of the Derby business of Frank Murray and later 
coming to London For several years he worked with Mr 
Charles Sawyer, until in 1919 he took over tlie manage- 
ment of The Clique from the founder, Mr Francis E 
Murray, w'ho retired The vacancy caused by Mr 
D M Murray’s untimely death is now filled by Mr 
Conrad Davies, -who has been Secretary for the past two 
years 

Since Its inception. The Clique has made steady pro- 
gress, and the average number contains about eighty 
pages each w'eck, representing some 6,000-7,000 books 
wanted Its subscribers are found all over the world 
It is somewhat astonishing to think that the largest issue 
w'as published as long ago as 1910, when on January 
8th, a hundred-page number was issued This was the 
thousandth number, and members were appealed to to 
send as many W'ants as they could, AVith the result that 
this enormous issue was sent out From the first to the 
two-thousandth number The Clique has published over 
52,000 pages and the books listed have been over 
3,000,000 

This most helpful periodical will surely hold its 
position as being the recognised organ of the Anti- 
quanan Book Trade as long as books are in demand 



